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       IN our studies of Christian work and worship we find ourselves constantly dealing with things which have been presented as dogma in the teachings of the various branches of the Christian Church, and some of these ideas may seem to us to be obscure and most difficult to assimilate.

        Ongen seemed to recognize three levels of interpretation of the scriptural texts; the historical which often included some very improbable stories, the allegorical which tended to give some sort of intellectual meaning to the stories which had been accepted previously as history, and lastly there was the spiritual purport to be sensed by the person in whom the divine life is unfolding. This last individual would seem not to need the allegorical or the primitive supposedly historical interpretations but would seek to open within himself a clearer comprehension of his own nature.

Attempts to open within oneself some sensitivity and cognizance of the eternal divine nature which is the heart of each of us demands real effort as, indeed do all worthwhile endeavours! Our efforts must be well directed, however, and not merely a momentary turning of thought to what we may consider "spiritual things". Similarly, it is foolish to discard any possibilities which may be helpful in guiding us through the clamour of the lower thoughts and the insistent thrust of intellect which tends to keep our minds on the lower so-called needs of our physical environment.

In the practical sense it can be said that there is little better than the arrangements available through true religious practice to assist in our personal alignment with things eternal. Throughout the ages many religious usages have, indeed, been of very practical help in guiding their adherents to a personal appreciation of the inner life and helped many to realize the actuality as distinct from the transient lower world.

Life itself is, of course, a profound mystery and sometimes we may employ a symbol to offer some help in the interpretation of it. One means is that of giving a picture, so to say, to fix the mind on a definite line of responsiveness and appeal to the higher self often such a symbol is of a striking nature or it may be a more prosaic indicator. However it is used, it is intended to offer a key to the underlying truth which is always many-sided because it is part of the Divine Life which has limitless facets. This suggested nature of truth leads to a realization that an error cannot persist unless it does, in fact, hide a fragment of truth and it is this fragment which persists although concealed from immediate observation.

         Many symbols which are of intrinsic value, although not appearing to be so, are of use to those who are endeavouring to raise their consciousness to a higher level. In this category may be placed the statues and pictures placed in Oratories and wherever persons may incline to pray; that is to say, to attempt to align their perception with higher things-with their own higher self. The image, whether a portrayal of extant form or not, may well help to encourage thought of spiritual things and so make it easier to put aside mundane speculations for the time concerned. It is in this way that such things may be described as symbols; it being clear that they have no somatic value other than that. Other physical things may indeed be used which are still symbols of a sort but which have some direct affinity with a state of higher consciousness and, in addition to their usefulness as a helpful confluence of attention, do have a significant direct benefit to the individual contacting them. In this category may be placed the various physical items, called Sacramentaries, which form a part of liturgical practice. These latter items may be regarded as the lower conductors of the inner grace (energy) which is to be conveyed in the sacramental action; for example; the water in Baptism. 

         In earlier times, and indeed in the case of many individuals now, all that can be accepted are less than perfect presentations of the truth and some will cling to pictures of life and the divine law which may seem to us to be quite baseless. If, indeed such representations help them towards an envisioning of reality then perhaps we may tolerate it but certain dogmas are of such a terrible nature that it is difficult to see how any thinking  person could find them acceptable. In this category must be placed the doctrine of eternal damnation; Hell. It is often said that most people would not now pay any attention to such an idea but experience shows that this is not the case and even small children are still taught about everlasting punishment. One cannot help but feel that encouragement must be given to a strong emphasis on the underlying truth in an endeavour to correct this idea of the nature of the eternal laws and bring light to those who live with such mistaken convictions. We may state the situation in simplistic terms to try to convey the importance of such basic knowledge:- Human beings are of divine character; the attainment of humanity implies that each is immortal and following a series of lives in the lower worlds will attain the fullness of the human nature and an appreciation of the greatness of Life itself. The loss by the Christian churches generally of the knowledge of re-incarnation and the failure to teach the fundamental laws of Life, which indicate that whenever we move against such laws, we incur the direct result of our action has resulted in much mental suffering. Not the primitive idea of punishment; not everlasting damnation, because we come again into the school of life in the lower worlds to work and balance the results of our misguided actions, and rightfully to appreciate the challenges made available to us in the worlds of form. The natural laws all make for happiness and peace and, indeed, bliss whilst a transgression must bring need to balance and instigate the appropriate result: either to be balanced in this life or subsequently. The most over-worked and misunderstood feature in Christianity is the thought of Salvation. Once again, with the loss of the doctrine of reincarnation, this degenerated into the dreadful concept of being save' from the wrath of God! How such an idea it perpetuated is almost beyond comprehension; especially when those espousing it claim (quite correctly!) that "God is Love". The rather more beautiful mystical interpretation of the salvation of man lies in the truth of his unfolding age after age, faculties in his higher spiritual nature until eventually matter has no real hold over his true self and be acquires such control of his bodies, physical, astral and mental, that they serve him as efficient instruments as he takes up the real work of Life; a taking-part in the work of the Divine Plan which is evolution. The sooner he can fit himself for this task by coming to a realization of his own divine nature then his salvation from the darkness of ignorance is assured. 

        It is to this end, therefore, that the real worth of religious practice is directed. The dogmas which precluded so many from a real acceptance of, and benefit from, the Sacraments of the Catholic Church have been removed from the Liberal Catholic liturgy and a welcome to all who’s sincere approach has replaced the limiting arrangements of earlier forms. With this adjustment has been included a strong wish to ensure that the many Questions which must necessarily arise receive as comprehensive answers as are available. This last is a great essential since it has long been thought by many that the sacramental procedures must be so sacred that to discuss them would be irreverent whereas the reality of the situation is that apparent secrecy will lead to the presumption that there is no real substance in the workings concerned!

        As part of our endeavours to practice our awareness of the Brotherhood of humanity, we may well attempt to realize that we do have a definite duty to offer whatever we may know to those who genuinely seek further knowledge of life. Throughout the ages and in all religious practices there have been those things which are capable of some direct exposition and those which demand that the seeker shall grow into personal knowledge. In all cases, however, it is actually incumbent upon us to make sure that we have done all possible to offer any guidance in our power and not to deter any aspirant from the one Path. If we have been so fortunate as to become aware of certain aspects of our inner life then our efforts should be directed to fitting ourselves to give some clear expression of our convictions; an expression which may be helpful to our fellows who are struggling to realize the true worth of life in the midst of the turmoil of the working day.

          We really must divert our attention from the supposed needs of our physical selves and attempt to align our minds and subsequently our higher minds with the firm intent of the giving of service and the sending of our caring thought to all those many individuals who are as yet unable to rise above the chores of existence.

