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The Christian Bible, as also scriptures from other faiths, has from remote times been regarded as belonging to a special, even unique, category of literature. 


Exponents of oriental religious writings, the early Kabbalists, the disciples of Ammonius Saccas, other Neo-Platonists of Alexandria known as ‘Analogeticists’ and their successors down to modern times. All these have regarded world scriptures as being partly, but not entirely, allegorical. They looked upon them as being constructed of symbols, analogies and parables. These allegories are said to preserve for posterity, to reveal and yet to conceal, profound spiritual and therefore power-bestowing truths.
Our Lord made use of this method of teaching. When addressing his disciples He spoke openly of spiritual truths, but to non-disciples in parables. Indeed, he used the words. ‘Give not that which is holy to the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet and turn again and rend you.’ (Matt. 7: 6) He also said to them: ‘. . . Unto you is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God, but unto them that are without all these things are done in parables." (Mark 4:11).

Four Keys of Interpretation

The first key is that some narratives of supposedly historical events are also descriptive of subjective experiences of races, nations and individuals. In this sense, all happens within.

The second key is that each of the dramatis personae represents a condition of consciousness and a quality of character. All the actors are personifications of aspects of human nature, of attributes, principles, powers, faculties, limitations, weaknesses and errors of man.

The third key each story may be regarded as a graphic description of the experiences of the human soul as it passes ‘through the stages of its evolutionary journey' to the ‘Promised Land’ (cosmic consciousness), the summit of human attainment.

The fourth key is that some physical objects, as also words, have each their own special symbolic meaning. In the cipher of the Bible such words are chiefly used to denote levels of human awareness.

Those referring to earthy or physical objects are descriptive of states of consciousness and attributes of character pertaining to the waking state. Events occurring upon water and its associations apply macro-cosmically to universal space and microcosmically to the emotions. With certain exceptions, air and fire refer to the intuition and the mind respectively:

The first and second of the above keys by which Scriptures may be interpreted ‘all happens within’ (see my The Hidden Wisdom in the Holy Bible, Vol. 1, R. 2, Ch. 2) and ‘people personify human qualities’ when applied to the miracles of the Lord Christ, suggest that these may also be regarded as descriptions of progress towards the realization of the divine Presence. Thus regarded, scriptural accounts of miracles may presumably be read as allegories of the effect of realization of the divine presence within man. This would seem to be indicated by the personal presence and actions of the Lord Christ when producing such miracles, representing realization of the interior Deity, the Christ Indwelling, by the brain-mind of the hitherto imperfect individual, whether lame or halt or blind. Whilst in no way discounting a historical basis for the miracles performed by the Christ, their mystical interpretation, which leads to a direct application of them to the life of man is of great interest and value.

The Man sick of the Palsy

‘And behold they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: then Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee.’ (Matt. 9: 2).

The miracles of curing the man sick of the palsy occurred in Christ's own city, and He commanded the healed sufferer to take up his bed and go to his house. Palsy is an uncontrollable movement of the whole or parts of the body, a trembling of certain members. Psychologically regarded, a palsied life is one which is not directed and controlled from within, a heedless, wholly material, unbalanced and unstable mode of living. Realization of the Christ-nature within manifests in the outer personality, unifies hitherto diverse elements, gives cohesion, intelligent direction and control of movement to the outer personality. The symbolically ‘palsied’ state is then replaced by a measure of self-control, intelligent self-direction and wholeness. Allegorically, the sufferer is healed.

The Curing of the Leper

‘And behold there came a leper, and worshipped: him, saying Lord, if thou wilt, thou can’t make me clean. And Jesus put forth his hand and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.’ (Matt 8: 2 and 3).

It is significant that this miracle of healing should be recorded as having followed immediately upon descent from the mountain whereon the Sermon had been delivered. Unless arrested, leprosy is a mortal disease, corroding the flesh, being terminated only by death. It is, therefore, a symbol of mortality. The Divine Self of man, on the other hand, is immortal and by its intimate blending with the mind, emotions and bodily consciousness, can bestow upon them extreme longevity if not full immortality. The miracle, thus regarded as an allegory, describes the state of wholeness or complete unification of all aspects of human nature, spiritual and material, so that disease is defied and death driven away. Can there not also be a leprosy of the mind such as the harbouring and expression of corrosive, hypocritical, hostile and angry thoughts as a mental habit? This, too, is eliminated when once the unifying and illuminating influence of the Christ within reaches, floods and pervades the whole mentality of man.

This, it would appear, can only be brought about as a result of an expressed desire for aid in outgrowing and eliminating the cumulative evil. Thus, the leper sought the Christ, who touched him and thereupon he was healed. The search or quest, based on a sincere and humble confession of fault, enabled the innermost Self to act outwardly, reaching or symbolically "touching" the mind. That direct contact was sufficient, as it ever is, to heal the dreaded disease.

The Centurions Servant

And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, and saying, ‘Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented.’

Whilst this record of the second great miracle of healing has doubtless a historical basis, a mystical reading of the story is also possible. When the Christ nature in man reaches maturity and becomes a self-evident power within him, wholeness and therefore health is one of the results. The external Christ walking amongst the people, teaching and healing them, personifies the awakened or ‘born’ and mature Christ principle in a spiritually evolved man. When this phase of evolution is entered upon apparent miracles can well be performed, astonishing the eyes of the world. The greatest of all miracles also becomes possible, namely the transmission of the spiritual power and nature to the outer personal man who thereby becomes anointed, "Christed", a Healer and Saviour of men.

Such an illuminated one becomes naturally healed in the sense of the establishment of complete harmony throughout his whole mortal nature. In consequence, neither discord nor disease can any longer exist in him. He is whole or healed through and through. So, precisely, was Jesus Himself; so also is every other similarly ‘Anointed One.’

Thus viewed, each miracle may be read as descriptive of a manifestation in power of the true, spiritual Self, as a result of which various interior disorders, leprosy, palsy, paralysis, blindness and even death itself are overcome. Furthermore, each such illness is descriptive and typical of a false state of mind and outlook upon life. A man can suffer from the leprosy of hate, the palsy of indecisiveness and unreliability, blindness to spiritual light, and death, as instruments for the expression of pure Spirit. Whilst external guidance and therapy can help in overcoming these difficulties, the real cure, as also the curative power, exists and must be drawn from within.

‘The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldst come under my roof, but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.’ (Matt. 8.1: 8) Faith, born of deep interior illumination and recognition of the divine Power and Presence, is indicated in this verse. The humility referred to is also suggested, as is recognition of the power to transcend earthly limitations possessed and manifested by the Hidden Self within.

‘And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the self​same hour.’ (V.13). The symbology changes but the revelation is the same.

‘And when Jesus was come into Peters house, he saw his wife's mother laid, and sick of fever. And he touched her hand, and the fever left her; and she arose, and ministered unto them." (Matt. 8, 14-15). Recognition of one's interior Divine power and presence quietens the fevered mind, cools and calms excited or strained emotions, so that the body and the mind within it acquire equipoise.

The Interior Christ, the everlasting Christ, the God indwelling, one and indivisible, is personified by the divine Personage who is the central figure of all inspired allegories. The very Presence of such a Lord of Life indicates that the secondary person in the story is about to attain or has attained to self illumination with its resultant unification of the whole personality, often described as the healing of bodily sickness.

The great advantage of this approach to the historical life of Christ is that the experience or ‘event’ did not happen only two thousand years ago. It has always existed, is happening now, and will never cease. One does not need a Concordance in order to discover book, chapter and verse to know about the event. Once explained it never ceases, is ever-occurring, is not in Palestine, but here now, and will never cease.

